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Finding your way in Spain

  Main roads in Spain are marked every kilometre with small oblong signs showing the number of kilometres from the starting point for that road – blue on autovias and green on A roads. Junctions are numbered by the number of the nearest kilometre point – so three successive junctions won’t be numbered 1, 2 and 3 as on UK motorways, but perhaps 5, 12 and 20, which tells you that the second junction is 7 kilometres after the first, and that the third is a further 8 kilometres. (Of course, if you are coming the other way the junctions will be numbered 20, 12 and 5!).

  Once you get the hang of it, this is a good way of finding your route, because by keeping an eye on the kilometre signs you can keep track of how far away your next turn off is. Thus when traveling north from Malaga to Casa de Luz (directions below), the junction at Caserbermeja at which you turn off  the A 45 for the A 356 to Colmenar is junction 148, and the turn off the A 356 to  Colmenar is just before the 8 kilometre sign

From  Malaga Airport
Follow signs to MALAGA (outside lane after the roundabout on the airport spur road) and take the RONDA DE MALAGA road to MOTRIL/ALMERIA.  After 2 km there is a CAMPSA petrol station.  Here keep in the right hand lane and take the exit for the A7 to MOTRIL/ALMERIA.  Stay on this motorway for 12 Km; after a tunnel it climbs steeply away from Malaga and then descends again; towards the bottom of this descent take the exit at junction 241 for GRANADA/ANTEQUERA / SEVILLA, the A 45.  Follow the A 45 for 20 Km; after passing through two tunnels, turn off  3kms later at junction 148 to CASERBERMEJA/COLMENAR.  Immediately you come off the motorway keep right following signs for COLMENAR / RIOGORDO and shortly at a T Junction turn right onto the A356.  Just before the 8 km point turn right to COLMENAR. As you approach COLMENAR village pass HOTEL VENTA LOS ARRIEROS on the left.  At the first junction turn left signposted GRANADA/SEVILLA.  Continue approximately 50m to a BIENVENIDOS and COLMENAR sign in front of VENTA GASPAR.  Please telephone the managers, John and Hazel from here.  Take the street to the right down a hill to the town square (statue of a man and a boy) and then exit to the right by the CAJAMAR Bank. After 60 m bear left and go up a steep hill.  Keep to the left up to the top of the hill where there is a junction with a church on the left.  The time from this point should be about 15 minutes (depending on driving speed of course).  Turn right past radio masts and up hill on a narrow tarmac road for approx 5km along the ridge - keeping left at a small fork junction.  Continue until you see a BUS STOP on the left and farmhouse on the right.  Continue for several kilometres more until you travel down a slight hill past a row of seven small bedraggled cypress trees on the left to a junction with a large dirt triangle in the middle, the managers John & Hazel should be waiting for you there.  If for some reason they are not there, either telephone them again or wait a short time.   If you decide to carry on, take the turn sharp left at the far side of the triangle (signposted Comares and Romo) and then down steeply around a sharp right hand hairpin bend.  The road here has just been re-concreted.  After a short distance you will come to a junction signposted Comares to the right, after which the road surface is tarmac - continue straight on.   Casa de Luz stands above the road on the left hand side after approximately 200 metres.

John and Hazel live  close by and you are asked to contact them  at least 2 or 3 days in advance to advise them of your ETA at Malaga  airport and in case of any delay.  Their telephone numbers are :-

952 111 345

606 55 1970

600 50 46 50 

Add 0034 if telephoning from abroad or if using an English mobile phone.  You can also E mail them at john_hazelmayne@yahoo.co.uk.  Also feel free to telephone if you get lost or are in any doubt about your whereabouts.  We look forward to seeing you.
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